
Welcome to our Second Newsletter!
This is always a busy time for the Street Pastor teams helping at Royal Ascot (see picture) and Henley 
Regatta, giving lots of opportunities to care listen and help people. These run alongside the support we give 
everyday and Friday and Saturday nights on the streets of Reading. You will read some of the heartfelt 
stories of the work our amazing volunteers do in this issue. We’re now preparing for the Reading festival, 
always an amazing time to work together in partnership with others and share God’s love.

Commissioning Service
What a great evening on Saturday 10th May we 
had celebrating 12 new volunteers being 
commissioned & 8 long service awards given 
out for 10 years of being a volunteer. Many 
stories shared about all the work the volunteers 
do in Reading. Thank you to Inspector Tribe for 
being part of the Commissioning & sharing 
words of encouragement. Thank you to Tonia 
Elliott for bringing the word so beautifully. Big 
shout out to Thomas Franks Ltd for the amazing 
food, thank you. 

The biggest thank you goes to the volunteers 
who are just AMAZING.

It has been a busy start to the summer events 
with Royal Ascot in June. It was great fun to be 
back at Royal Ascot for two nights working with 
Windsor & Maidenhead Street Angels always 
good to work in partnership & unity. Making sure 
people got home safely, walking vulnerable 
females to their taxis, lots of great conversation. 
Fabulous dresses & hats.
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Upcoming Event
Reading Street Pastors host two tents at Reading Festival, we are open 24hrs 
from Wednesday to Monday morning 20th August - 25th August.
We are basically somewhere for festival goers & staff to come & chill out in 
pleasant surroundings with sofas. 

It is a safe space for people that might be feeling overwhelmed by the sheer 
amount of people at the festival, they can play board games or just chill with 
their friends. 

We provide refreshments & snacks at a reasonable price. There are New 
Testament Bibles on the tables, the volunteers are available to pray for people if 
asked or talk about their Faith.

It is an amazing opportunity to reach out to all those young people who are 
curious about Christianity. We know that people have come to know Jesus 
through having contact with the volunteers in the tents. Please email Sally 
Leonard at the email below for more information and if you would like to be 
involved. 

I trained as a Street Pastor in 2010 and loved getting to know 
other Christians from across the town as we served together. 
I now have the privilege of working as one of the Trustees, 
sharing the responsibility with a fabulous team. It’s such a 
joy to be involved in this amazing God breathed initiative. 

As you read this newsletter I hope you will be inspired and 
encouraged, you may want to help support us in some way, 
through regular prayer for one of the teams, or to bless the 
work financially. You might sense The Holy Spirit calling you 
to join with us and train to become a Street Pastor, if you do, 
please get in touch. Warm regards, Anita Prince – Trustee



First Stop – It’s been a Journey.
First Stop has had various homes throughout the years, from the bus to the current home within Safe Space, 
the premise has always been to help people who may need some level of medical attention. Anna Saverton, 
shares a few stories that have happened over the years, in various places and brings to life the critical 
importance of this part of the Street Pastors ministry.

One of my first shifts I ever did was when the First Stop Bus was in Hosier street and I landed up helping a guy 
that had been self harming and the paramedic was busy so I had to hold his arm up in the air whilst we could 
stem the blood and get him to RBH, which we did. 

Then there was the night we were on the bus in Broad street and a lady was catching a bus but came and 
spoke to me & another volunteer while she waited because we made her feel safe.

The evenings in the church talking to those that just popped in to see what was happening and enjoying the 
church all lit up with purple lights and finding that quiet time a real blessing. 

I remember a patient being brought into the Safe Space in a wheelchair with no idea where they were as they 
were intoxicated. We were wondering  how we were going to get them home when suddenly their brother 
called and I was able ro take the phone and direct him to the First Stop where he collected his sibling and they 
got a taxi home.   Anna Saverton a Street Pastors and First Stop Volunteer of over ten years.

Supporting Our Work
Reading Street Pastors are a registered charity and rely on grants and 
donations to continue to support people across the region. We would really 
value your support. How can you do this?

1. Most importantly Pray for us. For the work of the various teams, for the 
people we meet and the night-time economy. We need everything we do 
to be covered in prayer. If you would like to become a Prayer Pastor, 
contact us.

2. Donate by donate by bank transfer, you can use these details to donate 
to Reading Street Pastors: Account number: 46863925 Sort Code: 23-05-
80 Charity number 1200501

3. Click the QR Code and follow the instructions

If you would like to know more about the work of Reading Street Pastors then use the contact details below:
Sally Leonard, Reading Street Pastor Co-Ordinator  Tel: 07970710080 Email: reading@streetpastors.org.uk
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Regatta Time
Ten years ago Reading Street Pastors were asked to have a presence at Henley Regatta. For those last ten 
years we have been hosted by D2 Henley Baptist Church, it has been our base where the volunteers for the 
Church have looked after us with refreshments. They have also been our Prayer pastors praying for us each 
and their town. Their hospitality has been amazing & a big thank you to all the wonderful volunteers from the 
Church.  

It is always great to be at Henley Regatta to care for the vulnerable, to listen to what people are saying & 
helping so many to get home safely, or be reunited with their friends. Lots of flip flops, lollipops & water given 
out. The Rail Pastors visited Henley as well and we were joined by Street Pastors from Weymouth & Newbury 
to make up the full team.


